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Each day, thousands of ba-
bics and young children in
Connecticut  are: cared for in
programs and home-based cen-
ters whose health and safety are
urnonitored,

Under a proposal being con-
sidered by a key state penel,
gvery child care provider woudd
have to ineet minitnal health
and safety standards,

Thisrecofamendationby the .

Early Childhood Education

Cebinet — appointed by law-

makers to find Ways 1o overhaul
the jumbie of early child care
Prograns thm“ffhwut the state

— eoukd ';pm‘ébtmdly changethe ~

thriving wreegulated child care
market,

indtial step would be to
reguire that every provider be
Heensed. Just the first
benchunark to vate the quality of
programs that care for as many

as 100,000 Connecticut  chil-
dren. ,

“We need sorae health and
safety assurauces. This seems
Eﬂce a decent place to put an’
anchor down” Deb Flis told the
Early Childhood Education
Cabinet this month. Flisiswith
Charts-a-Course, ‘an office’”

i
A

' within the state Department of -

+ . Education that promotes child

care ‘standards. “We need ‘to
Tonow Wha‘* is" going on out
she said.

T Complainte

“that the state knows of, nearly half
are unlicensed, accordmg to the
state’s Quality Performance ‘Re-

-port for child care prograras to the

i federal government. The state is

aware ‘of these unlicensed pro-
grams because they receive state

subsidies for ar Jeast 10,000 low-’ ,

income children. But ‘officials
think there are ‘thousands -more

- children in Lmreglstered unsub—‘

sidized programs. .
The . Department . of Pubhc
‘Health reports -that it receives.

“about 100 complaints a mbonth
“about the condition or practicesof - .
" licensed and unlicensed child care’

facilities. Last year, 54 ilcensed
facilities received citations. In the
201142 fiscal year, the Départment

. of Social Servicesreported thatthe " -
: agency stopped subsidies for 444 -
" day “care providers’ because of |
- health or safety reasons. . ;

“complainis are made about un-
. licensed facilities, the agency ‘has

Ofthe 7245 child care pr cmders '

“have.
- thatit fse quality program.

o Debra Johnson, who oversees
“ehild care programs that:do need”
“ated m
rating’ system 5o that parents

tobelicensed at the Departmentof
Public Eeslth, said that when

no choice but to ignoré them.
7e don’t hiave any authority

" over ‘those unlicensed facilities”.
‘shesaid.’

. State lavr exempts certain types .

“of child care facilides from need-

ing ‘a lcense: This includes care
provided by a neighbor or at a

- drop-in child care center -ata
grocery store, for example. The'

i
proposal that the cabinet is con-1

sidering wonld ekrmnate these |
eXemptions. o

. The most recent review of |
health ‘and safety conditions in
programs that are licensed in thé

state also reveals that the current early childhood group would cre-

systemn might not evenbe effective:

‘“Tnspéctions revealed an alarm- -

ing number of sxgmﬁcam health
and séfety concerns?” the Child

Healthand Development Institute |
"of Connecticut, which provides -
Jindependent research’ for ‘the
- health care industry, reported in -
/72009 -on its finding of unan—‘

“nounced spot visits.
- Myra Jones-Taylor, appomted
by the governor to work with the

* cabinet, said that licensing child-

careisonherradac
“Do e wantto have childrenin

,um‘egulated cave? We need to
thmk stz'onbly 'bout that” ‘she

hool or day. care center, they
yake the promdef’a word

 When parems ‘gearch for @

. That’s about to Lrange
Last year, Jawmekers appropri-
s Of »mﬂax sto creatéa

would know how ‘good 2 specific
rogram actually js. “The rating -

podge of state child care programs.

Cennecdcut Voices for Chil-.

dren reported earlier this year that

““there is 1o method 6 the mad-
ness;” when it pom‘ced oiit that the. :

state insufficiently monitors early'

child care programs and therefore |

- does’t know what it’s getting for |

fts -annual investment of $2246x"

wmillion. .
The recom.mendanon from the

-ate 2 four-tier system, and reim-

 bursements from the state would

belinkedtoa rating.
Before even getting to the’ ﬁrst

tier, employee background checks!"

would have to be done, and staff’
mémbers “would need ﬁrst “aid
,n'ammg

To tnove up the rating ladder .

performance benchmarks, - not
meastred by “student . perform-
ance, would need to be achieved.
Tncreased professional ' develop-
ment and the education -attain-

ment of staff will also earn pro-

“grams higher marks. Programs
will -also . have to be working

. toward certification ‘with the Na-
“tional Association for the Educa-

tion of Young Children to land the |

highest rating. There are currently

468 centers and providers that are

.. NAEYC-certified, according to
‘DSS’ child care quality perform-

“ system being considered would

give providers incentives to im-
prove their programs. , '

> Child advocates have expressed

“ concerns for years about the lack

of coordination among the hodge-

- the - expectations,”

ance report to the federal govern-
ment. .

" uniderstand the intent to raise
standards. I don’t want people to
do [child care] underground,” Res.
Catherine T Abercromble, D
Meriden, said after’a presentation
of -the recommendatwns “Ye

centers wantto parﬁcipate ”

TE‘&@ Price OF @m&ﬁmy
“Tucked intsthe recommenda—
tions ‘are “also major. financial’

‘incentives for programs to im-.

prove Every program would even-
tually receive a rating, however, ;
even ifit didn’t intend 1o take steps
to move up the rating system.

- Some of the incentives include
tuitinn‘reimburSement to incredse
the education’ of the progran’s
staff, tax bréaks, waiving some of

“the state fees for licensing and

background - ¢hecks, and picking
up some of the cost'for certifica-
‘tion and other improverhents.

No price tag has been assxs’ned
to the proposal yet.

“Before you cost it out and scave
people away, let’s set the tone of
said  Eileen
Ward, divector ‘of the Childréen’s
Commumcy Develop*nent Center
in' Westport, who helped crafy the

- proposal.

Jones—Téylor, theé govemors

. point person for early child care,
. said the proposal fallsmuchin line

with her vision for what’s needed.
«This is the framework for what
“we will present to the governor, 1
“have no doubt,” she said. “My jobis
“to now take the economic reality
swe have before us and make soms
recommendations”

With the state facing a $11
billion deficit for the 201314 fiscal
yéar, she said much of what moves
forward will be ‘determined on

what the state can afford. ~
" The cabinet is expected to sxgn
off on its recommendations at its

have to do this in a ‘way o have - Dec. 20 meeting.

E> This story ongmally appeared at

CTMirror.org, the website of The

Connacticut Mirror, an ,
independent, nonprofit news
organization covering
govérnment, politics and public
nolicy in the state.



